
Welcome, 

 Our City Council has given its approval for us to close 

down the entire Charleston Square for the day on October 

18, 2025, for our  annual Gateway to the Delta Festival. We are 

planning a full-scale event with vendors from across the 

southeast participating. 

 We anticipate a Large, daylong crowd with the many 

festival goers who enjoy coming each year to visit, shop, and 

enjoy the great music lineup we have planned. this includes 

dozens of  classes, church, and family reunion groups. our 

Kids Zone is always a draw for families, and there will be a 

variety of vendors offering unique arts & crafts, as well as a 

car show, and local community contests, 

 With all of the activities that we are offering, people are 

sure to work up an appetite! We are limiting our spaces this 

year, and spaces will book quickly. Be sure to contact us ASAP 

to reserve your space today. 

 

Thank you, 

Dana Clolinger 

Festival Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Few Details: 

When and Where: 

The event will be held on October 18, 2025, on the Charleston, MS Court Square. 
The official festival hours are 10:00 AM - 11:00 PM.   

Pricing and Real Estate: 

Vendors will be required to pay $200.00 participation and any applicable electric 
charges (see chart on registration page). Vendors will have 10 linear feet (depth) 
and a maximum of 30 linear feet (frontage) per booth. All cooking equipment, stock 
trucks, and other appliances must fit within this space. 

Legal Issues and Insurance: 

Participant vendors are expected to comply with all rules and regulations of the 
Tallahatchie County and State of Mississippi Health Department, and any other 
regulatory rules that apply. Each vendor must sign a waiver releasing C.A.R.E., 
Gateway to the Delta Festival, the City of Charleston and Tallahatchie County of all 
liability. All vendors must have a Department of Health Inspection Permit or proof of 
Safe Serve Certification, procured by the food vendor. Food Vendors are expected 
to bring all needed items for vending operation. 

*Food vendors will not be allowed to sell, give away or consume alcoholic 
beverages. 
*Food vendors will not be allowed to sell any non-food items. 
*Use of the name "Gateway to the Delta" on any signage or other materials will not 
be allowed. 
*Vendors will be responsible for all collection and submission of 7% sales tax. 
 
Load In: 

Load-in will occur between 7:00-9:00 AM. Vendors will load in through the entry 
street of the Festival at the east entrance of the Square. (In front of dollar General). 
Vendors may begin lining up no earlier than 6:30 AM without prior clearance from 
the festival chairman. NO VENDOR WILL BE ALLOWED TO SET UP BEFORE 
5:00pm ON FRIDAY, October 17th.. NO EXCEPTIONS! Each vendor shall enter a 
check-in point where you will sign in. YOU MUST SIGN IN TO GAIN ENTRY. A map 
will be provided to each vendor that will assign the space for that specific vendor. 
Assistants will be on site that morning to help you find your space. 

Load out: 

Vendor vehicles will not be allowed in the area for load out until 5:00 PM, due to 
traffic guidelines set in place, unless otherwise authorized by the festival chairman. 
Vendors are expected to operate continuously until 5:00 PM or until the food runs 
out. Vendors may choose to stay open until 11 PM.  



Gateway to the Delta Festival 

2025 

 Food Vendor Guidelines and Contract 

 

Application Process: 

• All vendors must apply each year. 

• All questions regarding vendor application paperwork must be answered.. 

• Mail registration and payment to the address at the bottom of this form. 

 

Vendor Fees:  

• Commercial Vendors - $200.00 + $50.00 for electricity. Only 6 electrical 
outlets are available. These are available on a first come, first serve basis. 

• Nonprofits/church groups - $100 

• The total must be submitted with the returned contract to reserve your 
booth space. No spaces will be held without payment. Checks should be 
made out to "Gateway to the Delta Festival". 

 

Set Up: 

• Set up begins at the Charleston Square on Saturday morning at 7:00 AM. 

• Vendors will be required to have their set up complete by 9:00 AM. Each 
vendor is assigned a space, so there is no "land rush".  

• Vendor spaces are assigned at the discretion of the festival officials. No 
spaces may be reserved. 

• Vendors will be responsible for their own booth equipment, such as tent, 
tables, chairs, signs, ice, trash cans, etc... 

 
Hours of Operation: 

• Festival Hours are Saturday, October 18, 2025: 10:00 AM to 11:00 PM. 

• Booths must be staffed to serve food from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  
After 5:00 PM, you have the option to stay open and serve until 11:00 PM. 
No vehicles will be allowed for load out until 5:00 PM. 
 

Weather Notice 

*In the event of weather or other conditions which might cause the 
cancellation of the event, one half of vendor fees will be refunded  
and one half will be applied toward the following year's Festival. 



Operation Guidelines: 

• Vendors are asked to provide an adequate amount of food to serve 
approximately 400+ people. 

• The Gateway to the Delta Festival does not guarantee sales. In an attempt 
to achieve and maintain variety and profitably for all vendors, the Festival 
may limit vendor's food offerings. (Ex. We will not allow 5 vendors who all 
sell BBQ.) 

• Equipment and any belongings that are left on site are at the vendor's risk. 
 
Safety: 

• Vendors must comply with all federal, state and local health regulations. 

• Each vendor must supply their own portable fire extinguisher. 

• We suggest that workers wear some kind of clean uniform to represent 
their business (such as t-shirts, hats, aprons, etc.). 

 
Beverages: 

• Vendors may not sell beer or other alcohol. 

• Ice will not be provided. 
 
Clean-Up: 

• Vendors will be responsible for the cleanup of their site. 

• Vendors are responsible for trash generated by their booth. 

• Vendors must plan to have their booth and all equipment removed by the 
end of the festival at 11:00 PM. 

 
Taxes and Insurance: 

• Vendors are responsible for submission of 7% sales tax. Due the day of 
the event. 

• Vendors must sign a waiver releasing C.A.R.E., The Gateway to the Delta 
Festival, the City of Charleston and Tallahatchie County of all liabilities. 

• Vendors are responsible for all liabilities. 
 
 
Electrical Hook Up: 

• If you need electricity on the day of the Festival, we highly recommend that 
you email a picture of the electrical plug that you will be using. This will 
help eliminate any confusion or difficulty on the morning of the Festival. 

 



Gateway to the Delta Festival 
Food Vendor Registration *DUE by September 19, 2025 

 
Vendor/Restaurant 

 
Name___________________________________________________ 

Contact Name _____________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________ 

City _____________________ State___________ Zip_____________ 

Phone (day__________________ Phone (night)__________________ 

Email (required)___________________________________________ 

Federal Tax ID__________________________________ 

What will you be selling? ____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 
 In order to assure that we can accommodate your electrical needs, we highly 
recommend you submit a photo (via mail or email) of the plug you will be using 
the day of the festival. 
 
**Proof of liability insurance is required before your application will be approved** 

 
 

Booth Rates (These fees are non-negotiable) 

• Commercial - $200, plus $50 electricity fee 

• Nonprofit - $100 
 

Total Due $ ______________ 
 
 

Return form, waiver, proof of insurance and payment to: 
 

Gateway to the Delta Festival/Food Vendor 
PO BOX 1092, Charleston, MS 38921 

 
Once your registration has been received, we will be in contact with you. Please keep a 

copy of all guidelines on hand for reference. You must sign waiver on next page. 



Gateway to the Delta Festival 
Food Vendor Waiver 

 
 

I, the undersigned, do hereby release C.A.R.E., The Gateway to 
the Delta Festival, the City of Charleston, MS and Tallahatchie 
County of any liability and cause of action of any kind. I have 
provided proof of current liability insurance to festival officials. I 
understand it is my responsibility to submit 7% sales tax for the 
State of Mississippi to festival officials at the end of the day. My 
signature below also indicates that I have read and understand all 
rules and regulations for the 2025 Gateway to the Delta Food 
Vendors included in this application and agree to abide by them. 
Failure to comply with these rules and regulations may result in 
the forfeiture of my vendor space. 

 
 
 
Signature 
 
Vendor/Restaurant Name 
 
Date 

 
 
 
 
Office use only: 
Received by             Date 
 
Accepted  


